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Dear John

Letter to the Editor

| am disappointed at your attitude towards my position regarding rates.

Changes to the system had not been made for decades prior to my
leadership of Council. You would be aware that a change was made about
18 months ago to set a standard fee for service charges. While this didn’t
benefit those paying lower rates it did assist in a positive way those paying
rates at a top level.

Rates have been on the Agenda several times since the changes to the
service fees. You can make what you want of the position | am now moving
forward with. Suffice to say many ratepayers have congratulated me on
seeking the critical review of the models in question.

Just to remind you the Brighton model is dissimilar to the Devonport model in
some respects and those changes occurred in about August this year. |
have taken advice since then and completed further research and | am now
in a position to call for a critical examination of in particular the Brighton
model. - = : - .

| did not expect a positive comment from your association which does not
support the majority of ratepayers. In fact on my calculation and if your
membership as advised is about 100 members, you represent approximately
4 of 1% of the ratepayers of Launceston.

| also quote from a letter recently received by me from a Launceston
ratepayer. The comments are self explanatory and it suffices to say this
ratepayer does not support a Brighton or Devonport model and/or your
position for a flat rate structure.

“Looking at all of the above to make a flat rate for all properties defies logic
and only throws once again the burden on to the person with a lesser value
property to compensate one who has chosen to live in a greater propey or. < john street
have been privileged to have inherited one. Launceston Tasmania 7250
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