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INTRODUCTION 

The Launceston Ratepayers Association Inc. (LRA) welcomes this new 

legislation and the opportunity to express its opinion on the Bill and on the 

topic of climate change effects on Launceston Ratepayers.  

As our title suggests, we represent all ratepayer interests within the 

municipality of Launceston and make this submission based upon the 

collective experiences of our membership. In doing so, it is our hope that this 

submission addresses matters of interest to the Tasmanian Government and 

assists you in your task to deal with the challenges of climate change. 

CLIMATE CHANGE EFFECTS ON LAUNCESTON RATEPAYERS 

For some years, members of the Launceston Ratepayers’ Association have 

held serious concerns for the physical effects of climate change on the City, the 

effects on the respiratory health of Launceston residents, and the effects on 

the city’s finances and municipal rate increases. 

 Rising ocean levels, coupled with the Tamar River’s chronic siltation 

leads to threats to the developed flood plain areas and urgent need to 

re-build the flood levee system; 

 Recent droughts, lack of winter floodwaters, coupled with a reduction 

in water flow through the lower reaches of the South Esk River due to 

the operation of the Trevallyn Power Station, leads to an exacerbation 

of the Tamar River’s siltation and poor environmental health of the 

Cataract Gorge and First Basin waterways; 

 Reduction in domestic wood heater use, whilst attempting to improve 

Launceston’s chronic air quality, coupled with rapidly increasing 

electricity costs, leads to an increase in costs to housholds who are 

already fuel poor and are spiraling further into poverty; 

 Launceston City Council is spending ratepayer funds to tackle siltation 

and flood levee issues, both of which are State Government 

responsibilities, leading to an increase in municipal budgetary 

demands, increasing rates and impacting on ratepayer’s domestic 

budget pressures, not to mention the effects of world oil price increases 

and what that does to increase food prices, transport costs and private 

motor vehicle expenses. 
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The LRA has penned a public letter concerning Climate Change, which was 

published in an edited version in The Examiner Newspaper on Thursday 12 

June 2008 [see cover], interestingly deleting paragraph 4 addressing the 

contribution by industrial operators.  

The original letter is therefore reproduced here:- 

Launceston Ratepayers’ Association Inc. 

P.O. Box 2039, 

NEWNHAM TAS 7248 

03 6326 3607 AH 

info@launcestonratepayers.intas.net.au 

www.launcestonratepayers.intas.net.au 

Climate Change Effects on Launceston Ratepayers.  

One of the initiatives in the 5 Year Strategic Plan of the Launceston City Council (that closed for public comment earlier this 

week) is for LCC to investigate a ban on new wood heaters being installed in Launceston homes by 2011.   

Whilst in principle we agree with banning dirty wood heaters, a serious consideration against this action is that many 

Launceston residents already experience ‘heating/fuel poverty’ and cannot afford to make the change even with a heater-buy-

back scheme. You only have to look at last weekend’s papers about the rise in electricity bills and you can see we have a very 

real problem. 

What the LCC should be doing is something proactive to ensure other affordable energy sources are made available to 

Launceston residents – such as natural gas, and it should work with the State/Federal government to secure funds to allow a 

greater coverage of the natural gas network in the city, and it should not give money away to buy out old wood heaters. 

LCC has also ignored the significant contribution made to air pollution and greenhouse emissions by the list of industrial 

operators, that continues to pollute. One single polluter emits the equivalent of 2500 wood heaters, more than what LCC has 

achieved by its buyback scheme so far. But what data is there to measure this, when only one of the city measuring 

stations is operating, and then nothing is measured during the summer from the Ti-tree Bend Station when the industrial 

input could be established. 

Premier Bartlett has announced his government's draft climate change bill with the ambitious target to reduce Tasmania's 

greenhouse gas emissions by at least 60% of 1990 levels, by 2020. How will this affect the poverty-stricken, struggling 

pensioner or low-paid worker in Launceston, already unable to afford adequate heating, food or sustain Launceston's unfair 

and unjust rating system, let alone fuel a motor car? 

 For information concerning heating/fuel poverty, see                                                                                           

www.launcestonratepayers.intas.net.au 

Signed 

Max Plummer 

IƻƴΦ {ŜŎ κ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΣ [ŀǳƴŎŜǎǘƻƴ wŀǘŜǇŀȅŜǊǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ LƴŎΦ           5 June 2008 

mailto:info@launcestonratepayers.intas.net.au
http://www.launcestonratepayers.intas.net.au/
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Research conducted by our members from overseas sources has identified what has 

been suspected to  also apply at a local level concerning what has been described a 

ôfuel povertyõ and its effects on the economic welfare and community health of 

Launcestonõs citizens. 

We are indebted to the work done by the Ener gy Retail Association in the United 

Kingdom , and how they are working with government to support vulnerable 

customers, in distilling the effects of fuel poverty on the community.  

A fuel poor household is one which needs to spend more than 10% of its income on 

lighting  and fuel to heat its home to an  adequate standard of warmth (18 ěC TO 21ěC 

as recommended by the World Health Organization ).  

òNational Energy Actionó estimates there are currently [May 2008] approximately  4.5 

million households in the United Kingdom suffer ing  from fuel poverty.  This is an 

increase of 1.5 million house holds since 1991, in spite of extensive government grant 

schemes, energy supplier discounts to the needy, and charity action to improve this 

statistic. A 1% increase in energy prices forces 40,000 households in the UK into energy 

poverty. If energy prices there increase by 25% this will push a further 1million 

households into fuel poverty.  

What is the effect in Tasmania, and from our viewpoint in Launceston, to the 

significant increases in electric supply costs now applying?  

Fuel poverty is caused by a com bination of factors including:  

 Energy efficiency and condition of the home  

 Fuel costs 

 Household income  

 Heavy debt  

 Low benefits take -up  

The recent fuel increases (electricity, oil and gas) are having an impact on the 

number of people likely to be in fuel po verty.  In the UK òHelp the Agedó a national 

charity, estimates that more than 20% of older people go without fuel to make ends 

meet, and we feel that in Launces ton from anec dot al information, this could equate 

here.  

It is sometimes very difficult to ident ify and engage with those in need. It is often the 

case that vulnerable households have less social engagement with their local 

community due to limited affordability of social activities and concern over inviting 

friends and family into a cold home. The L RA communicates with many such people, 

who are often too frail to attend meetings and too proud or unable to write to 

authorities illustrating their plight.  

The risks to fuel poverty apply to all, including families with children (which in the UK 

account f or 20% of all fuel poverty households) and older households. Those with 

disabilities or suffering a long -term illness are particularly vulnerable. Fuel poverty can 

erode a personõs quality of life and health.  
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The likelihood of ill health is increased by a  cold home, with illnesses such as influenza, 

heart disease and stroke exacerbated by lack of heat.  

Fuel prices are predicted to rise in the UK by 25% this year. Over half of those affected 

by fuel poverty in the UK are pensioners. òAge Concernó estimates that there are 

around 2.25 million  older households living in fuel poverty. A 25% increase in fuel prices 

would see this figure rise to 2.75 million.  

WHAT CAN GOVERNMENT DO TO HELP THE FUEL POOR? 

In the current economic climate of volatile world oil and en ergy prices, coupled with 

rising interest rates and an increasing level of fuel poverty, the issue of climate 

change and need to aspire to set ambitious targets for Tasm ania to reduce its  

greenhouse gas emissions , must be recognized as a key concern of gov ernment and 

industry alike.  

As already stated by LRA òWhat the LCC should be doing is something proactive to 

ensure other affordable energy sources are made available to Launceston residents - 

such as natural gas, and it should work with the State/Federal g overnments to secure 

funds to allow a greater coverage of the natural gas network in the city, and it should 

not give money away to buy out old wood heaters .ó 

Since 2001 in the UK, government set a target for actually eradicating fuel poverty in 

England Wa les and Northern Ireland through the publication of the UK Poverty 

Strategy.  This target was re -affirmed in the 2003 Energy White Paper, which gave 

commitment to remove vulnerable households from fuel poverty by 2010 and all 

households by 2016. The Scottis h Executive gave a similar commitment to eradicate 

fuel poverty by 2018 and both Parliaments put measures in place to tackle the issues.  

Schemes put into operation to help meet the Governmentõs objectives included;  

 The Winter Fuel Allowance  for households with someone aged 60 or over  

 Reduced VAT of 5% on domestic fuel bills  

 Energy efficiency investment in public housing stock  

 England: Warmfront  provides grants of up to £2,700 for energy efficiency and 

heating packages to private owners/occupiers  

 Wales: The Home Energy Efficiency Scheme  provides grants up to £5,000  

 Scotland: Warm Dea l provides households dependent on benefits with a 

package of insulation measures up to the value of  £500  

In England, government also committed to provide free central heating in stallations 

for all pensioners over 60 on pension credit who currently do not have it.  
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So, what can the Tasmanian State Government do? 

Unless government takes urgent action to halt the escalating crises in an even 

number of households including pensioner s and families living on basic benefits , they 

could find themselves living in fuel poverty by the end of this winter.  

Extending the gas network to deliver affordable energy to much more of Launceston 

is one action worth considering. It is extremely disappo inting that the much -vaunted 

GAS ROLLOUT has ceased.  

Removing the stigma from traditional firewood energy sources, and promoting 

carbon neutral, efficient and non -polluting firewood systems, is another.  

There are a number of internet sites that offer persu asive evidence that this can be 

done.  

 

 (Click on the underlined words to view each article)   

The World's First Carbon Neutral Building uses Wood for heating.        
click here to view carbon neutral building                             click here to view wood 

heater  

Wood is Carbon Neutral.  

Using Firewood for heating, reduces GreenHouse Gases and reduces  

Global Warming.  

Woodheaters are rated a high 4.5 Star in terms of GreenHouse Gases by 

NSW Government BASIX Programme.  

Firewood Heats Your Home Without Heating the Globe.  

Firewood is the cheapest fuel used in domestic heating.                            
Click here to view graph.  

Choice Australia research indicates the wood heating as the most 

Environmental and Cost Effective form of heating above fossil (electricity) 

fuels.                 Click here to view emissions graph. 
 

 

http://pubs.acs.org/subscribe/journals/esthag-w/2007/oct/business/kb_neutralbldg.html
http://www.aldoleopold.org/legacycenter/renewables.html#ET
http://pubs.acs.org/subscribe/journals/esthag-w/2007/oct/business/kb_neutralbldg.html
http://www.aldoleopold.org/legacycenter/renewables.html#ET
http://www.aldoleopold.org/legacycenter/renewables.html#ET
http://www.aldoleopold.org/legacycenter/renewables.html#ET
http://www.mwen.org.uk/carbon_neutral.htm
http://www.homeheat.com.au/pdf/come_clean_with_wood.pdf
http://www.homeheat.com.au/pdf/come_clean_with_wood.pdf
http://www.homeheat.com.au/
http://www.homeheat.com.au/
http://www.firewood.asn.au/statisitics.html
http://www.smartburn.com.au/_content/documents/Cost%20per%20Unit%20of%20Energy%20for%20various%20Heating%20sources%20-%202006.pdf
http://www.smartburn.com.au/_content/documents/Extract%20from%20Australian%20Consumers%20Association%20-%20Choice%20-%20Jan%202007.pdf
http://www.smartburn.com.au/_content/documents/Extract%20from%20Australian%20Consumers%20Association%20-%20Choice%20-%20Jan%202007.pdf
http://www.smartburn.com.au/_content/documents/Extract%20from%20Australian%20Consumers%20Association%20-%20Choice%20-%20Jan%202007.pdf
http://www.smartburn.com.au/_content/documents/Graph%20CO2%20%26%20Various%20heating%20sources%20for%20Sydney%2C%20NSW%20-%20graphed%20values%20taken%20from%20Choice%20website%20-%202007.pdf
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There is also the opportunity for the State Government to promote and better-assist 

with installation of solar and wind power driven alternatives. The Australian 

Government has already set in place a funding programme to assist Australian 

households to install climate friendly hot water technologies using solar and heat 

pump hot water systems that replace electric hot water systems in existing privately 

owned homes. Tasmania is one of the States that is yet to add a complimentary 

incentive system to the Commonwealthôs scheme. 

It is interesting to note that the Hobart City Council provides incentives for a Solar 

Hot Water Rebate Scheme offering Hobart ratepayers a $500 incentive to install solar 

hot water system in their homes. Information concerning that municipal scheme can 

be found on the Councilôs website. 

 www.hobartcity.com.au/HCC/STANDARD/PC_1234 

We have already made an approach to LCC Aldermen that such a scheme ought to be 

implemented for Launceston ratepayers. 

 

In conclusion, we wish to state what may well be obvious, that the Launceston 

Ratepayersô Association Inc. supports the need for Climate Change legislation and 

earnestly pleads for the Tasmanian Government to undertake a comprehensive 

investigation into affordable energy alternatives without excluding wood as a carbon 

neutral and clean emission basis. 

 

 

 

http://www.hobartcity.com.au/HCC/STANDARD/PC_1234

